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‘Desolate Places — Eternal Destiny” = St. Mark 1 29-39

_ 5% Sunday after the Epiphany of our Lord - February 5, 2012
. Pastor Chlp Wmter

Grace to you and.Peace from God our Father and from our Lord and Sav1or Jesus Christ,
Amen. The text for our sermon 1 the Gospel appomted for the day arrd aIready read ﬁot_r_r St. Mark’s
aceOurrt. | | | | |
| My dear family in Christ,_Peter is one of the__:ﬁrst disciples and, in almost any'way_ .yeu' leok_
at it, one ef the foremost. W_e-know that he saud things which got him into trouble, that he 'was a
leadcr_'who rteeded fo be takea_ aside and ‘cerrectedron rrrere _.thaa__‘one occasion. vTiha_t’s in part
because _there is more writt_err ataqut h1rn than any etl.rer.disctple, ;but al.s.o — and not to ﬁut too ﬁﬁe a
peint on -it - becauae he dit:ln’t truly realiae what Jclst.'ts.-“tas ;dbing. o
In our te)tt covermg the early- gomgs on oa the earthly ministry of our Lord Andrewrand
Simon Peter James and J ohn were w1ﬂ1 pl esus as He taught n the synagogue on the Sabbath ThlS 18
a contrnu_atron o_f last week’s text, wherel Jesu_s_ left the crowds astomshed at I—hs auth_o_rxtatlve
teaching and His castlng out of the unetean spirit. “You can irrragine the diseiples widta-eyed and

slack»jawed at this early display of the Sa\lier’s povtzer.

Goirlg to Peter’s house foilowing‘ the worship, they found that Simon Peter’s mother-in-law

was sick. She had a fever, which may not sound like a great deal fo us, but back then tl';ey didn’t
have much in the way of doctors and medicines. When you had a fever it was serious and a cause

of great concem.
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Jesus walked into the house and was told about the woman. He went into the room where
she lay and took her hand in His. Lifting her up, she was miraculoﬁsly healed! She got ‘busy
preparing and serving a nieal, as life for her was back to normal. But that display of Jesus’ poWer
was anyfhjsig but normal to all who heard of it. .

Thcj word 'épread throﬁghout the village.. Jesus was suonéer than the illness that sickened
them, stronger than demonic power thatl haunted them. They lined ujn at the door as people kept
bringing others and kept bringing them and kept Eringiﬂg them to Jesus.

When the hoﬁsehold arose the next morning after that busy, late night, the villzigers begin to
Bring people to jesus again, but Jesus was not to be found in the house. Simon Peter and the others
searched for Him, ﬁnally finding Him in a desolate place, a wdd and secluded place, which_
somewhat puzzied the searchers. He had gone there to pray. | .

3 Can you imagine what might have been:runﬁing through Simon Peter’s mind? ‘Jesus had
just started'_thi's ministry and crowds were flocking to see Him. People were extremely excited
about the possibilities here. A few more miracles and they would have a veritable armywnh w_hich
to work, No one WOu_ld be able to resist _Jesus. He’d keep His followers healthy, He’d keep the evil
powers-at ba_ly ~no one would be able to oppose the Jesus and life would be wonderful with Him
aroﬁnd.' ) |

So, what’s a person to make of Jesﬁs being out in a desolate place instead of doing more
miréclcs, i_ﬁstead'of building His popularity and fame, striking w_hilé the iron is hot? The whole
world is coming to Him but Hé wénts to go to other places, to prcéch to them their need for
rcpentancé .of whatcver sin is leading them away from God and to believé in Him.

Now hérc_’s a thought worth pondering. We’ve often thought of Jesus regaining strength in

this quiet time in prayer with the Father. But might it also be that Jesus was in prayer in a desolate



place because that’s where Jesus confronts temptation? Tempted in every way as we are (Hebrews
4:15) Jesus may have been tempted here to give up His mission of bringing salvation to a world of
sin and demonic evils. He had been sent not to build an ar.rny and overthrow governments, but to
overcome Satan. Hc had been sent not to carve ;)ut a few square miles of ancient Israel and to set up
a new Garden of Eden But to open heaven’s gates to us. His missién was not to become a miracle
worker who would satisfy the desires of those ﬁvho stood in line to see Him, but to do His Faﬂlér’s
will and bring eternal life to all through His suffering, death and resurrection.

This was a temptation Jesus was facing. He could stick around Capernaum and build a little
empire for a select few. But that would have meant abandoning what He came to do. He had been
| in a desolate place, before. In the wilderness, Satan teﬁmped Him with this very temptation — if Jesus
wouldr just wofship him. J c'sﬁs_ would have none of that! Three years. later, in ihe .-Gardcn 6f
| Gethsémanc, thé night of His betrajal, ﬁe night He would be beatch a:nd sentenced to die, He wés
temped to walk away fdmi His mission of bﬂnging forgiveness, eternal life and salvation to the.
whole world. | | | |

.But Jesus Would not give in to the temptaf_ion. No, He goes to the most desolate place of all,
Itisacross. It i; a place teeming with all our siqs. It is a place where all our burdens and hurts are
ga_thered tdgetilcr, | It is a place of punishment, our punisrhment.r ft isa plﬁce of agony and sufferixlig._
Itisa place of death. Itisa p]éce where even god the Father in heaven abandons Him to-the evils qf
 hell |

| .fth oﬁt of these places o.f desolation comes c‘)ur eternal destiny.: His missi;’)n Wa'ls tb bring:

forgiveness, to bear our. griefs aﬁd sins. His mission was to open up heaven’s gate for us. His

mission was to bring eternal life. And on Easter moming, He did just that. Out of a desolate tomb,



a grave, a place of death, Jesus rises from the dead. Satan is defeated, evil is cast aside and death is
undone. Sin no longer holding Him down the mission is accomplished and Salvation is won!
I can understand how Simon Peter could get it wrong at the beginning of Jesus® ministry. -
| He hadn’t seen Jesus die. He hadn’t yet walked with Jesus risen from the dead. But what about us?
I’'m afraid we don’t always get it, either. Sometimes we are more like Peter at the beginning
of Jesus’ ministry. In the Intemet article “Congregations Gone Wild” from the New York Times
(August 7, 2010), there is the revelation that many Americans’ expectatlons for worship are - more
like Peter’s early expectations. The artlcle says that congreéahons that are .suffermg a loss of .
members are those that challenge people to repent to do what’s nght in hfe to share in the suffering |
of others, to take their discipleship and commitment seriously, to do personal devotions and
outreach ministry. The pastors whose sermons make the comnfortable une'asy are not well received,
.. PeupIe \&tant their chutch to confirm their ptefer_red political pusitto.ns. or say it’s -okay. to spend 50
'_'much money and time on what they want, The pressure is for short sermons that tell amusing
sturies and malee peuple feel guod about themselves. ) |
Consider our prayer life. Certainly, we are to pray to our Lord about anything. He wants us
" to bnng our requests to Him. But sometimes I"m uncomfortable about a bulk of the prayer requests
having to do with healmg, safety, jObS and finances, and how few prayer requests have to do w1th
the growth of the body of Chnst, about people doing what is right in life, about repentance, stronger
.- devotional lives and resisting temptation. Certainly \ue can pray for health and proteetion anct even
money, but the bulk of our prayers need to focus on why J esus came, about our etemnal destiny that
comes out of the t:]esolate places in Jesus’ life. _The Lord’s Prayer, for example, has its one petition
~ on physical life (daily bread) while the rest of the petitions focus on more spiritual and eternal

matters.



Now, don’t get me wrong. Back at Peter’s house, Jesus did heal the sick and cast out
demons. And today our Lord blesses us with good health as well as with medical facilities that
élleviéte pain and suffering. We live in a country with mﬁch wealth and coﬁ;fort. Jesus‘ is our
shield and protection as we live da.y-by-day and we need to thank Him for these blessings.

- But don’t stop there. Jesus® mission wés bigger, much bigger. Whgn yoﬁ get right down to
it, we need to 'bc_comc more like Peter after he undersiood. And we have so many ways to do that.
We havé _2000 years of Church history .and teaching té help us see what Jesus came to do. We have
~ the _S_cripturéé to read and study as over andoﬂzer again they poinf us to the cross and Jesus’
_ rcsurr;ction. k-We have Sunda.y-lSchéol and Bible classes to te_ach us w_hy Jesus gave His life fbr us.
We have artwork and jewelry to _take us to the cross. Look a:dund.  See how th; stained glass
Mndoﬁs, the. croés, the parézhenf désigns focué on Christ Jesus. | |

Iegus does bless u in our lives now,. but He does so mﬁch more. Jesus went to the désolate
places, and out of .thosc'_d-esolate places He brings forgiveneés, heaven’s gatéé open wide, aﬁd

‘salvation. Yes, out of the desolate places Jesus brings our eternal destiny.






